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Sir: 
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the Secretary of the Treasury should be of the opinion that adver- 
tisement would be of no advantage to the Government. Should 


such an amendment to the law bw passed, the Seeretary would have it 
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Director. 
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Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
April 7, 1882 


Sir: 


Yours of the 6th inst. in regard to the character of the coal delivered by Mr. Ward under 
his contract and the accompanying letter of the Melter & Refiner have been received. 


If, after notice, Mr. Ward continues to deliver coal of a quality inferior to that called for 
by the contract, I think it proper to treat the contract as broken by him and purchase of the next 
bidder or in the open market until advertisements are again published for supplies. 


As to giving general authority to purchase supplies of this character at the lowest market 
rate, there is no alternative but to advertise for all supplies as required by the Regulations. 


The matter has just been considered by the Purchasing and Accounting Officers of the 
Treasury Department. A regulation was proposed which would require Purchasing Officers to 
certify on the bills for every item procured by them, not advertised for, that “a public exigency 
demanded the immediate delivery of the articles”. I opposed this, and a majority agreed with me 
that the law ought to be amended, and the Secretary of the Treasury was requested to ask of 
Congress a modification permitting the purchase, without advertisement, of articles when the 
number or value were small and when the Secretary of the Treasury should be of the opinion that 
advertisement would be of no advantage to the Government. Should such an amendment to the 
law be passed, the Secretary would have it in his power to dispense with advertising in the cause 
you suggest. 


Respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq., 
Supt. Mint of the U.S., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


